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-ON THE NEWS FRONT- 
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KBØCCL 

SLATS offer to loan gear for pro-
spective STL area ATV hams 
SLATS has ATV equipment for loaning out to 
prospective hams expressing an interest 
in getting on ATV.  If this is you, then click 
(https://slatsatn.net/want-to-try-atv/) . SLATS newsletter is published 

 monthly on the 15th as the official 

 newsletter for the St Louis Amateur 

 Television Society.  

Rich, KB0CCL  

Publisher 

rknode12@gmail.com   

Gary, N0GL 

 Webmaster slatsatn.net  

n0gl@slatsatn.net  

 

Weekly Nets 

 7pm Fall/Winter 

 8pm Spring/Summer  

W0ATN/R 440in 426out  

Talk-back radio: 144.34 MHz 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 

    AM Radio Isn't Going Away Anytime Soon  

WASHINGTON, DC:  Perhaps you have heard it expressed, “They don’t even put AM receivers in cars anymore.”  

Nothing could be farther from the truth. A bill moving through Congress will soon make that well known. Fact is, 

more than 99% of the 286 million vehicles on US roads have AM receivers, including 90% of all 2024 vehicles, ac-

cording to US Senator Debbie Dingell. So, why might people think their car lacks an AM receiver? Perhaps it’s be-

cause the "AM" selection button is not as apparent on the digital dashboard as it was in the days of analog?  Per-

haps it is because a few car makers actually did remove AM, and a few like Ford tried to, before reading the 

writing on the wall. 

 

But efforts to sideline AM were jammed into reverse in 2023. A consortium of American citizens, Congressmen, 

the National Association of Broadcasters, former FEMA chiefs and even an FCC Commissioner stood up and called 

for the attrition stop. America has simply invested too much in the AM radio safety net to let it be pushed aside 

so car makers could reduce costs.  

The movement led to the creation of the bipartisan “AM In Every Vehicle Act” [HR 3413], which has an impressive 

254 cosponsors in the House where the bill has recently been approved by the Energy and Commerce Subcom-

mittee. In the Senate, the bill’s support number is 61, a winning number in that body. If enacted, all carmakers 

would be required to retain AM receivers in vehicles sold in the United States. “This critical legislation ensures 

that the 82 million Americans who rely on AM radio each month will continue to have access to diverse program-

ming, local news and essential emergency information,” stated the President of the National Association of 

Broadcasters (NAB) Curtis LeGeyt, who asserted that “AM Radio is the backbone of our Emergency Alert System.” 

He pointed out that AM-band signals travel large distances – important in rural areas – and their presence en-

sures that critical communication services remain available, especially when broadband and cellular services are 

interrupted. See "What will happen when the internet gets eclipsed," The Source, March 2024. 

With hurricane season predicted to be robust in 2024, these facts need little reinforcement on the East and Gulf 

Coasts. New Jersey Rep Frank Pallone recalled before lawmakers in June how “we used AM Radio to help coordi-

nate relief efforts” after Hurricane Sandy’s devastation. Troy Miller, CEO of the National Religious Broadcasters 

Association underlined recently, “These stations, which reach 90% of the US population, are equipped to continue 

broadcasting even in devastating emergency conditions.” 

Perhaps Eon Musk hasn’t seen this..  I did hear about it earlier.   I didn’t look to see if the bill 
passed in the house or not.   Full article here  https://theradiosource.com/articles/news-2024-

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3413#:~:text=Introduced%20in%20House%20(05%2F17%2F2023)&text=This%20bill%20requires%20the%20Department,stations%20installed%20as%20standard%20equipment.
https://theradiosource.com/articles/news-2024-mar-ems.htm
https://theradiosource.com/articles/news-2024-jun-v3.htm
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St. Louis Amateur Television Society Merchandise  

( PICK ANY ITEM TO SEE ON WEBSITE ) 

https://www.teepublic.com/hoodie/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/tank-top/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/crewneck-sweatshirt/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/long-sleeve-t-shirt/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/baseball-tee/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/kids-t-shirt/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/kids-hoodie/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/kids-long-sleeve-t-shirt/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/hat/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/sticker/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/phone-case/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/tote/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/pin/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/magnet/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/mug/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/poster-and-art/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/throw-pillow/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
https://www.teepublic.com/tapestry/58184022-st-louis-amateur-television-society
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SLATS TECHNICAL REPORT 

SLATS Repeater Update 

Our SLATS repeater has been recently updated by our President—Mel (KØPFX) and our Vice 

President Earle (WDØFCH) and Armand (KDØPXF) who have contributed to the cause. Mel, 

Earle and Armand has updated the repeater for better performance for the betterment of the 

SLATS Club. We appreciate their time and expertise for this project. 
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https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/

NEW ITEMS ON THE BLOCK 

High-quality design. The antenna is made of aluminum tubes, galvanized steel hardware, UV-
resistant POM-C driver insulators and polypropylene clamps. Assembly is easy, and all tubes are 
labeled. 

1500-watt antenna power rating. The feed system uses an open sleeve feed method, coupling 
the driven element of the 6-meter section by proximity and length to the 10-meter driven element 
with minimal loss. This technique contributes to a simple and efficient design for the user. Attach a 
single coaxial cable with a PL-259 connector to the coaxial pigtail using the included SO-239 con-
nector. It’s ready to go! 

https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/2018039112
https://home.arrl.org/PRODUCTFILES/2018039112/Assembly Manual DUO4 6-10 MOXON.pdf
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/2018039112
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR GIVE-AWAY 

https://i0.wp.com/slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/GeForce_-Nvidia-PCI-Express-video-card_connector-view-75283ca7759c699ef8c6ac69a81120f2.png?ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/GeForce_-Nvidia-PCI-Express-video-card-8d71b9afd96dac79fd26dce9ca0772ff.png?ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Radio-1-69054c73f4393a13c748a0d526393436.jpg?ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Radio-2-c627583bf990410df76b1ab7ad18e09c-1024x768.jpg?ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Radio-3-a37ebebf3ab3eb6d0646bc934e46b25e-1024x768.jpg?ssl=1


Ham Radio Quick Links: 
 

  Amateur Television Network                                        
https://www.atn-tv.com/ 

 

       ATN Repeater video streaming                        
https://www.atn-tv.com/events/streaming 

 

                ATN on YouTube                                                 
 https://www.youtube.com/  

           AmateurTelevisionNetwork 

 

 ATN on Whereby.com                                       
https://whereby.com/atn1 

 

      TAPR - Tomorrow's Ham Radio  

https://tapr.org 

 

                    DIGITAL ATV 

    Digital Amateur Television D-ATV                  
 https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/
 Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/ 

     

        YouTube Videos 

        Dave Casler KEØOG - YouTube  

     Videos    https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ 

 

 Solar Index & Propagation Made Easy 

       The SmokinApe 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/ 
  TheSmokinApe 
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  LINKS: 

  SOLAR UPDATE 

The K7RA Solar Update (arrl.org)  

SLATS REPEATER DVB-T WØATN 

 

• Dayton Hamvention, ARRL National Convention and 08/17/2024 – 08/18/2024. 

• St. Charles Hamfest / Convention: 8/11/24  

• SLSRC 2024 Field Day: June 22–23, 2024, Love Park 

• NARCfest 2024: November 9, 2024, Nixa, MO   

Upcoming Hamfests, Conferences & Conventions! 

Technical Summary 

Coordinates: 38.72126N -90.46454W, Grid Square: 
EM48sr What3Words 
Elevation: 671 ft AMSL, 90 foot Rohn tower 
Transmitter: HiDes HV-200Pro 426.000 MHz Vertical 
polarization, DVB-T 16QAM @ 4MHz Bandwidth, Video 
PID 641, Audio PID 642, DCI ATV BP RX/TX Filters 
Output Power: 426.000 MHz: (DVB-T) 25w Average 
Receiver: HV-110, 440.000 MHz, 4 MHz bandwidth, 16 
QAM DVB-T 
Antennas: (2) New-Tronics Hustler Spirits, 9db 426TX 
and 440RX 
Talk-Back radio: 2 Mtr FM Diamond Antenna at 45 ft 
Coordination: Missouri Repeater Council (MRC) 2016 

Sponsor: SLATS – St. Louis Amateur Television  
Society (SLATS). 

 
Popular off the shelf equipment for High Definition 
receiving and transmitting is available at the HiDes 
Company and on eBay 

https://www.atn-tv.com/
https://www.atn-tv.com/events/streaming
https://www.youtube.com/AmateurTelevisionNetwork
https://www.youtube.com/AmateurTelevisionNetwork
https://whereby.com/atn1
https://tapr.org
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmokinApe
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmokinApe
http://arrl.org/news/the-k7ra-solar-update-784
The K7RA Solar Update (arrl.org)
https://slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/what3words.jpg
http://hides.com.tw/product_eng.html
http://hides.com.tw/product_eng.html
https://tinyurl.com/y3d47gbv

