
  IN THIS ISSUE 

On the News Front 

From the Presidents Desk..….….....Pg-2 thru 6 
St. Charles Hamfest Wrap up.....…..Pg-7  
Dirty Noise on 70cm……......…...…..Pg-8 
Difference between USB-C & PD.....Pg-9 thru 11 
Items for sale or give-away ....……..Pg-12 
Ham Radio Quick Links …..………..Pg-13 
Hamfest coming up.…..…...………..Pg-13  

-ON THE NEWS FRONT- 

St. Louis Amateur Television Society 

SLATS 

   NET CONTROLLER 

MEL                    

KØPFX 

SLATS offer to loan gear for pro-
spective STL area ATV hams 
SLATS has ATV equipment for loaning out to 
prospective hams expressing an interest 
in getting on ATV.  If this is you, then click 
(https://slatsatn.net/want-to-try-atv/) . 

SLATS newsletter is published 

 monthly on the 15th as the official 

 newsletter for the St Louis Amateur 

 Television Society.  

Rich, KBØCCL  

Publisher 

rknode12@gmail.com   

Gary, NØGL 

 Webmaster slatsatn.net  

n0gl@slatsatn.net  

 

Weekly Nets 

 7pm Fall/Winter 

 8pm Spring/Summer  

W0ATN/R 440in 426out  

Talk-back radio: 144.34 MHz 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 

( Article submitted by: Mel KØPFX ) 
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St Charles Hamfest Wrap Up 

Mel, K0PFX  

 

A good time was had by all at this past Saturday’s Hamfest sponsored by the St Charles Radio 

club.  I had a table and displayed the HIDes RX/TX plus an interface/10-watt amplifier.  A placard 

provided info on our station “loan” program and a couple expressed interest.   I think I’ll hear from 

one who has an excellent “high” location in St Charles. He may be LOS (line of sight) to the repeat-

er.  So I hope he takes us up on the offer.  I mentioned that if it all works out for him, then he may 

only need a HIDes transmitter with a built in 1 watt amplifier.  This would lower the cost for his 

DATV station and that is always a good thing.    

 

I sold several items including a MFJ 269 Analyzer, 6-meter antenna, and a 8 port HDMI 
switch.  The prizes were very good and a lot of them!  So if you did not make it this year, consider it 
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Dirty Noise on 70cm 

 By Mel, K0PFX 

“QEX” July-August 2024 has an article by Paul Wade, W1GHZ describing the noise floor prob-

lems caused by commercial DTV stations just above the 70cm and other QRN/QRM within the 

am band segment . 

This dirty noise (as he describes) is what we experience here on our ATV 426.000 receive fre-

quency.  And, as we know it can be quite intermittent which adds difficulty in identifying what and 

where it is. 

Since what we continue to experience this interference, I still recommend checking the noise  

floor at your QTH.  Check the noise level using the remote’s green button to bring up the overlay 

of parameters. The noise level will be shown in the upper right hand corner. The higher the read-

ing the lower noise you have at your location and the better signal you should receive from the re-

peater. 

A “good reading” will be in the upper “-90s.”  The best reading I have had at my QTH was -101 

dBm on a “quiet” day yielding a stronger signal and higher SNR. In today’s environment with elec-

tronic gadgets everywhere interference could be coming from within your QTH enough to raise 

the noise across a wide spectrum and into your ATV receiver. Check your noise just before the 

SLATS starts Wednesday evening net.  The reading may determine how well you will receive the 

repeater. If you have an opportunity to read Paul’s article, I think you will find it gives a better un-

derstanding of why the noise level reading is so important not only for weak signal work (SSB/

CW modes) but also, for Digital ATV. 

 

PAGE 8 



PAGE 9 

Confused by the latest USB cables and charging technology? You're not alone. We 
break down the latest specs so you can get the most out of your tech.  

(Article submitted by: Gary Leu NØGL ) 

Tech companies have been trying to standardize connections between computers and their 
“peripherals” — mice, keyboards, scanners and the like — for decades. But when you’re franti-
cally searching the old box of cords for that one weird shape needed by a specific device, stand-
ardization seems more of a stretch than a reality. 

USB, or Universal Serial Bus, emerged in the late 1990s as the agreed-upon standard for data 
transfer between devices and their peripherals. It’s had staying power, if not universal connectiv-
ity. Those cords in the box? Lots of them are probably early USB. 

Enter USB-C. If you have a laptop, tablet or Android phone, you’re familiar with this newest USB 
port and plug. USB-C doesn’t just handle data, though. Today’s USB technology delivers power, 
too, and lots of it. 

Can those old cords finally be retired? Things are looking up. 

USB Types vs. USB Standards 

When we think of a USB plug or port, we tend to think about what it looks like. It turns out that’s ex-
actly what we should be doing. 

USB types are categorized by their shape. The familiar, flat rectangular-shaped USB port that’s 
been on the backs of computers for decades? It’s called USB-Type A, or USB-A. 

USB standards, also called specifications, deal with the underlying technological capabilities of USB: 
data transfer speed and power delivery. The first data standard was USB 1.0, and the latest is 
USB4, with multiple revisions in between. The latest power delivery standard is USB-PD Revision 
3.1. 

Every device, cable, plug or port that uses USB technology is a specific type (like USB-C), and per-
forms to specific standards (like USB4 and USB-PD). 

What’s The Difference Between USB-C and USB-PD? 

By Ally Childress  

Updated: Jul. 22, 2024  

https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/what-to-do-with-your-old-chargers-wires-and-cables/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/toughest-laptops-construction-pros/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/top-10-diy-kitchen-tablet-stands/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/project/install-a-super-easy-usb-outlet/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/what-to-do-with-your-old-computer/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/author/ally-childress/
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What Is USB-C? 

USB-C is a connection type that puts the universal in USB. Oblong and symmetrical, there’s no 
right way or wrong way to plug them in. The cables are bidirectional, too — it doesn’t matter which 
end goes to which device. Data and current can travel in either direction. 

Ease of use is a great perk, but performance is often the bigger driver of tech adoption. USB-C 
has much greater data and power transmission capability than previous USB types, and it sup-
ports multiple kinds of data — even non-USB data, like HDMI. 

Devices that don’t use USB-C yet — ahem, iPhones — will soon be forcibly dragged into the 
USB-C family, at least in Europe. The European Union (EU) Parliament will require USB-
C charging capability on all small- and medium-sized devices by late 2024. 

What is USB Power Delivery? 

USB Power Delivery (USB-PD) is a USB charging specification that maximizes the available pow-
er delivered to a device. When people talk about “fast charging” technology, that’s USB-PD. 

The latest USB-PD standard can deliver 240 watts — power is measured in watts — to devices 
that can handle it. That’s a huge leap over the previous spec, which maxed out at 100 watts. 

Just because a charger can deliver 240 watts doesn’t mean a device needs all that juice, or that a 
cable can handle it. It’s important that a power delivery system doesn’t just blast out the max pow-
er to whatever happens to be plugged in. Headphones don’t need the same wattage as a laptop. 

USB-PD allows devices to communicate with each other before transmitting and receiving power, 
so they can take and/or deliver only what is needed. 

What’s The Difference Between USB-C and USB-PD? (continued) 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220603IPR32196/deal-on-common-charger-reducing-hassle-for-consumers-and-curbing-e-waste
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220603IPR32196/deal-on-common-charger-reducing-hassle-for-consumers-and-curbing-e-waste
https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/noise-cancelling-headphones/
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USB-C for Power Delivery 

Can USB-PD run on USB-C cables? Absolutely. The latest generation of USB-PD puts out max 
power only when paired with the latest USB-C technology. But not all USB-C cables and ports can 
handle USB-PD. 

Confused yet? Think of it like this: A chain is only as strong as its weakest link. 

When the USB Implementers Forum, USB’s governing body, releases new standards, they don’t 
confiscate the old stuff. It still works, right? It’s just using a slightly less powerful tech, and it will be 
limited to the speed and power that it’s already capable of. 

So if you buy the latest USB-PD charger, but don’t buy the newest version USB-C cable, you 
won’t be getting the charger’s max output. Likewise, if the device you want to charge can’t handle 
the max output, it won’t accept it.  

Do I Need New Chargers and Cables? 

Only if you want or need to take advantage of the fastest speeds and power capabilities, and only if 
your device can handle the latest fast-charging technology. Verify that your device is compatible 
before investing in USB-PD chargers. 

Can USB-C Power Delivery Charge Older Devices? 

Yes. Power delivery chargers are backward compatible, meaning they will charge older devices 
as long as they each have the same USB-C connection type. But again, you will only get the pow-
er delivery that the older device can accept. 

Originally Published: August 18, 2022  

What’s The Difference Between USB-C and USB-PD? (continued) 

https://www.usb.org/about
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR GIVE-AWAY 



Ham Radio Quick Links: 
 

  Amateur Television Network                                        
https://www.atn-tv.com/ 

 

       ATN Repeater video streaming                        
https://www.atn-tv.com/events/streaming 

 

                ATN on YouTube                                                 
 https://www.youtube.com/  

           AmateurTelevisionNetwork 

 

 ATN on Whereby.com                                       
https://whereby.com/atn1 

 

      TAPR - Tomorrow's Ham Radio  

https://tapr.org 

 

                    DIGITAL ATV 

    Digital Amateur Television D-ATV                  
 https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/
 Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/ 

     

        YouTube Videos 

        Dave Casler KEØOG - YouTube  

     Videos    https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ 

 

 Solar Index & Propagation Made Easy 

       The SmokinApe 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/ 
  TheSmokinApe 
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  LINKS: 

  SOLAR UPDATE 

The K7RA Solar Update (arrl.org)  

SLATS REPEATER DVB-T WØATN 

 

• Dayton Hamvention, ARRL National Convention and 08/17/2024 – 08/18/2024. 

• NARCfest 2024: November 9, 2024, Nixa, MO   

Upcoming Hamfests, Conferences & Conventions! 

Technical Summary 

Coordinates: 38.72126N -90.46454W, Grid Square: 
EM48sr What3Words 
Elevation: 671 ft AMSL, 90 foot Rohn tower 
Transmitter: HiDes HV-200Pro 426.000 MHz Vertical 
polarization, DVB-T 16QAM @ 4MHz Bandwidth, Video 
PID 641, Audio PID 642, DCI ATV BP RX/TX Filters 
Output Power: 426.000 MHz: (DVB-T) 25w Average 
Receiver: HV-110, 440.000 MHz, 4 MHz bandwidth, 16 
QAM DVB-T 
Antennas: (2) New-Tronics Hustler Spirits, 9db 426TX 
and 440RX 
Talk-Back radio: 2 Mtr FM Diamond Antenna at 45 ft 
Coordination: Missouri Repeater Council (MRC) 2016 

Sponsor: SLATS – St. Louis Amateur Television  
Society (SLATS). 

 
Popular off the shelf equipment for High Definition 
receiving and transmitting is available at the HiDes 
Company and on eBay 

https://www.atn-tv.com/
https://www.atn-tv.com/events/streaming
https://www.youtube.com/AmateurTelevisionNetwork
https://www.youtube.com/AmateurTelevisionNetwork
https://whereby.com/atn1
https://tapr.org
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmokinApe
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmokinApe
http://arrl.org/news/the-k7ra-solar-update-784
The K7RA Solar Update (arrl.org)
https://slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/what3words.jpg
http://hides.com.tw/product_eng.html
http://hides.com.tw/product_eng.html
https://tinyurl.com/y3d47gbv

