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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 

Commercial “outside” OTA TV antennas 

          RCA ANT-705E 

It has been a busy month.  Trip to Phoenix for helping my daughter set up in her new home and 
then preparing for and attending a ARRL Midwest Convention took up a lot of my time this month.  
At Sadalia I gave a talk on a new HF Digital Voice technology called “RADE” and manned a booth 
for demonstrating its excellent voice quality and HF signal robustness using AI’s Machine Learn-
ing.  

 

I did read a recent article written by Doug Lung on home antennas for commercial TV.  Here are a 
few of highlights about the basics of antenna designs for OTA TV reception. 

 

Antenna size/length for given frequency (usually a ½ wavelength) ½ wavelength is important 

Surrounding elements (reflector/directors) will affect the resonant frequency 

VHF/UHF antennas will have multiple elements to cover the bands 

Impedance match is not nearly as critical for receive antennas as it is for transmitting antennas 

Wider bandwidths can be accomplished with larger or thicker elements 

Different length elements can be used to increase the bandwidth (for example, Log-Periodics) 

High gain antennas require more careful aiming to receive the best signal stength 

 

Doug describes an antenna called the “Scala Paraflector” that depends on the reflector for gain.  It 
is good for 450-900MHz and claims up to 16dB gain.  It only has two elements in front of the re-
flector and has a very narrow beamwidth.  I could not find a low cost one. It is an expensive anten-
na and used (I believe) for TX also.  Another one is the RCA ANT/705E < $50.  Doug found it 
“performed impressively.”  The Televes Ellipse Mix was mentioned and compared well with others 
but at a higher cost.  For the experimenters out there, take a look at low cost TV antennas for re-
ceive.  One of them may surprise you how well it can receive.  

 

Remember, your editor, Rich is always looking for ATV related articles so try to find some time and 
write about what has been happening with you and DATV.  

 

de KØPFX 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Dear SLATS Member, 
 
The deadline for SLATS newsletter articles is 13th

 

of 
 November. You may send your article along with any pho-

tos to: rknode12@gmail.com  
 
The preferred format is MS Word as a .docx file but a text file 
is acceptable.  Pictures can be in .jpg or.png format and of me-
dium to high resolution. Excel files are acceptable for tables 
etc. 
 
Photos alone are also welcome.  No story needed, just a few 
words for a caption. 
The success of our SLATS newsletter depends on the input 
from the membership. Consider any type of article you feel 
would be of interest for the enjoyment of our readers. 
 
73, Rich, KBØCCL 

Amateur Radio Weekly email newsletter of videos 

and news for Ham Radio operators  

mailto:rknode12@gmail.com
https://hamweekly.com/
https://hamweekly.com/
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Due to the times we are living in, we need to be more careful for our safety as well as for our 

family members. In an attempt to expose some of these scams and crimes that we are see-

ing and are going on all around us, I am trying to show how some of these scams and 

crimes are being done. Below are some of the things that might help everyone who is now 

living in this time and age. 

SCAMS / COMPUTER TIPS OF THE MONTH 

DEBIT CARD HOLDERS BEWARE: New GHOST TAP Scam Is Draining Accounts  

(24) Credit card sleeves EXPOSED! - YouTube  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WDOp2s2V8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WDOp2s2V8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VYDUxgJFeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VYDUxgJFeg


Ham Radio Quick Links: 
 

  Amateur Television Network                                        
https://www.atn-tv.com/ 

 

       ATN Repeater video streaming                        
https://www.atn-tv.com/events/streaming 

 

                ATN on YouTube                                                 
 https://www.youtube.com/  

           AmateurTelevisionNetwork 

 

 ATN on Whereby.com                                       
https://whereby.com/atn1 

 

      TAPR - Tomorrow's Ham Radio  

https://tapr.org 

 

                    DIGITAL ATV 

    Digital Amateur Television D-ATV                  
 https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/
 Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/ 

     

        YouTube Videos 

        Dave Casler KEØOG - YouTube  

     Videos    https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ 

 

 Solar Index & Propagation Made Easy 

       The SmokinApe 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/ 
  TheSmokinApe 

PAGE 7 
  LINKS: 

  SOLAR UPDATE 

The K7RA Solar Update (arrl.org)  

SLATS REPEATER DVB-T WØATN 
Technical Summary 

Coordinates: 38.72126N -90.46454W, Grid Square: 
EM48sr What3Words 
Elevation: 671 ft AMSL, 90 foot Rohn tower 
Transmitter: HiDes HV-200Pro 426.000 MHz Vertical 
polarization, DVB-T 16QAM @ 4MHz Bandwidth, Video 
PID 641, Audio PID 642, DCI ATV BP RX/TX Filters 
Output Power: 426.000 MHz: (DVB-T) 25w Average 
Receiver: HV-110, 440.000 MHz, 4 MHz bandwidth, 16 
QAM DVB-T 
Antennas: (2) New-Tronics Hustler Spirits, 9db 426TX 
and 440RX 
Talk-Back radio: 2 Mtr FM Diamond Antenna at 45 ft 
Coordination: Missouri Repeater Council (MRC) 2016 

Sponsor: SLATS – St. Louis Amateur Television  
Society (SLATS). 

 
Popular off the shelf equipment for High Definition 
receiving and transmitting is available at the HiDes 
Company and on eBay 

https://www.atn-tv.com/
https://www.atn-tv.com/events/streaming
https://www.youtube.com/AmateurTelevisionNetwork
https://www.youtube.com/AmateurTelevisionNetwork
https://whereby.com/atn1
https://tapr.org
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/Digital_ATV/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmokinApe
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmokinApe
http://arrl.org/news/the-k7ra-solar-update-784
The K7RA Solar Update (arrl.org)
https://slatsatn.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/what3words.jpg
http://hides.com.tw/product_eng.html
http://hides.com.tw/product_eng.html
https://tinyurl.com/y3d47gbv

